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Instructions
In the course project, you use the three habits of the economic way of thinking to construct an economic argument about a social problem and one potential solution to it.  Work on a social problem that is important to you, personally.
This stage is your opportunity to revise your economic analysis. It is also your opportunity to use the resources you have found to draft a timeline of the context and to evaluate the empirical evidence. Finally, it is your opportunity to revise the text to make it accessible to the audience for your final presentation.
Follow the step-by-step instructions. The instructions guide you through the habits associated with the economic way of thinking. Developing these habits is the objective of the course.
Prepare
1) Do the following:
a) Read the feedback provided on your “Draft Economic Analysis.” Locate any resources suggested by the instructor for TA and visit office hours if recommended.
b) Read all of the instructions.
c) Read the grading rubric. (To see the rubric, preview the assignment in Bb, and click on “View Rubric.”)
d) Reflect on the feedback from your unit assignments. In what areas have you developed proficiency?  Where would you like to improve?
e) Collect (download) the resources you found during your presearch and your library research.
i) You must use at least two academic books or academic journal articles.
ii) All other sources must be reliable and unbiased. 
f) The lessons in the units model how to use resources to construct your timeline and to evaluate the empirical evidence.  Use the text of the lessons to plan your strategy for completing your project.
Revise Introduction
1) Use the comments on your draft to revise your introductory paragraph. Even if you got all the points on the draft, there may still be things to improve.
a. First use the comments revise your text for an audience of economics majors.
b. Rewrite the text, replacing economics and statistics jargon with an explanation that can be readily understood by the wider audience for the final presentation. The audience for this assignment includes both your peers who are economics majors and those who have NOT taken economics or statistics
Revise Economic Analysis
1) Use the comments on your draft to revise your economic analysis. Even if you got all the points on the draft, there may still be things to improve.
a) First use the comments revise your text for an audience of economics majors.
b) Rewrite the text, replacing economics and statistics jargon with an explanation that can be readily understood by the wider audience for the final presentation. The audience for this assignment includes both your peers who are economics majors and those who have NOT taken economics or statistics. 
Construct Edited Timeline Table
1) Use the resources you found in your library search to construct a timeline.
2) Use the table format below to summarize your research. Write for the audience of the final presentation.
	Date or Date Range
	Element Name
	Layer of Context?
	Description
	Rationale for Inclusion
	Citation

	Date(s)
	Short name of the element
	Enter Legal/Political, Cultural, or Technological
	Describe the element in 1-2 short, clear sentences.
	If this element shown on your economic analysis, explain its role.

If this element is not shown on the economic analysis, explain in 1-2 sentences why it an important part of the context.
	Use author-date citation in Chicago-Turabian format.



Evaluate the Evidence
3) Use resources you found in your library search to evaluate the evidence.  Apply the five steps.
4) Write a 1 paragraph to answer each question below.  It’s a good idea to write a first draft for an audience of economics majors, then to revise to address an audience without knowledge of economics or statistics.
a) Based on the evidence you collected in your research, how likely is it that the solution causes an improvement in the problem?
i) Summarize the evidence.  (How big is the effect?)
ii) Is the evidence causal (experimental or quasi-experimental) or is it correlation only?  
iii) Use author-date citation in Chicago-Turabian format.
b) Based on the economic analysis and information you collected about context, what are the elements of the social and historical context that are most likely to mitigate (or worsen) the problem and/or the effectiveness of the solution.
i) Summarize the evidence.  (How big is the effect?)
ii) Does the evidence identify causal effects or is it correlation only?  (That is, is the evidence experimental or quasi-experimental or is it non-experimental?)
iii) Use author-date citation in Chicago-Turabian format. 
Use the Template
1) Transfer your work to the template below to create a short essay that uses the habits associated with the economic way of thinking.
c) Do not add your name to the template. Your work will be graded anonymously in Bb.
Revise
1) Use the rubric to evaluate your work. (To see the rubric, preview the assignment in Bb, and click on “View Rubric.”)
2) Revise as needed to get the grade you want.
Save, Upload, and Verify
1) Save your completed template as a PDF.
2) Open your PDF with a PDF reader to make sure all parts of the file are visible.  Google docs and other file sharing apps don’t always work right.
3) Upload the PDF of your completed template to Bb.
4) Log out of Bb, log back in, and view your submission. Scroll through the whole submission to verify it is complete and correct.

Template
Name of Problem/Solution
[Insert the title of your course project here.]
Introduction
[Replace this text with your revised 1 paragraph introduction.]
Economic Analysis
[Replace this text with revised image(s) of the graph(s) from your economic analysis.]
[bookmark: _Hlk20814923][Replace this text with your 2 revised paragraphs describing your economic analysis.]
Edited Timeline Table
[Replace this text with your edited timeline table.]
Evaluation of Evidence
[Replace this text with your 2 paragraphs evaluating the evidence.]
Sources
[Enter the bibliographic information for the unit resources you used.  Use author-date citation in Chicago-Turabian format. For examples of Chicago-Turabian format, see the bibliographic entries at the bottom of the Overview pages in the lessons. Also check out the style guide. (Link to style guide.)]




2

